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assemble in a place which he named for them, he
would confer with them upon the present juncture
of affairs. All the Savages repaired to the appointed
place, and the Governor spoke to them thus:

““O thou, Narankous man! 1 inform thee that
peace has been declared between the King of France
and our Queen; and that, by the treaty of peace, the
king of France cedes to our Queen Plaisance and
Portrail [Port Royal], with all the adjacent country.
Therefore, if thou wilt, we shall live in peace, thou
and I: formerly we were at peace, but the suggestions
of the Frenchman made thee break it, and it was to
please him that thou camest to kill us. Let us
forget all those wretched affairs, and let us cast
them into the Sea, so that they may no longer be
seen, and that we may be good friends.”

The Orator responded in the name of the Savages:
““ It is well that the Kings should be at peace; I am
very glad, and I no longef have any difficulty in
making peace with thee. It is not I who have been
striking thee for twelve years; it is the Frenchman
who has used my arm to strike thee. It is true, we
were at peace, I had even hurled away my hatchet,
whither I know not; and while I was in repose upon
my mat, thinking of nothing, some young men
brought me a message that the Governor of Canada
sent me, and which said to me: ‘My son, the
Englishman has struck me, help me to avenge
myself; take thy hatchet and strike the English-
man.” I who have always listened to the word of
the French Governor—I sought my hatchet, but I
found it all rusty; I put it in order, and hung it to
my belt, that I might come to strike thee. Now,
when the Frenchman tells me to lay it down, I



